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What is ufology? 1Is it the long walk down an endless tunnel that Gene Du-
plantier, of the late Saucers, Space and Science, mentioned in his farewell ed-
itorial? Is it, as Aime Michel recently suggested, the most difficult and most
perilous, intellectually speaking, of all forms of research?

We think, that in great measure, the answers to these questions lie within
the individual. The manner in which a person approaches the subject, we believe
is of paramount importance. Those who enter the field with preconceived notions
-- "They are space ships' or "They are hallucinations” -- are in trouble from
the start.

To maintain one's balance -- let alone make any progress in the research -
fort -- one should adopt the attitude of open critical inquiry. This- consists of
sticking to the facts as much as possible. It means interviewing and discussing
the reported incident(s) with the witness(es) when this is possible, gathering

the relevant data, examining and determining its significance, and coordinating 3

this with similar data. Then, one may attempt interpretations.

Besides an open attitude, one should keep expectations small and develop
patience. Ufology is not for those who want quick answers. Ufology is for the
long haul. We do not expect to solve the UFO enigma. To do so would be intellec-
tually arrogant and a violation fo the ideas propounded above.

We gather; we record for today and for posterity, and we keep in ~ mind -
Hynek's statement: ''There will be a 30th century science.’

*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*[*/*/*/*/*[*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/*/

The articles in UFO COMMENTARY do not represent any consensus of beliefs.
We do not expect that readers of this journal will sympathize with all of the
sentiments they find therein, for some of our contributors will flatly disagree
with others; but we hold that while keeping clear of mere vagaries UFO COMMEN -
TARY can do more to advance ufological knowledge by a broad hospitality to di-
vergent ideas than it can by identifying itself with one school. UFO COMMENTARY
does not accept responsibility for the views expressed by contributors in ' ‘any
articles, signed or unsigned, which appears in its pages. What this journal does
accept is the responsibility for giving them a chance to appear.



The Delphos Case: An indepth invectigation - Comelusion
Ted Phillips

Following the discussion of the sighting(on my first visit, December &4th)
the Johnsons and I went to the landing site. In order to get there we had to
cross an extremely muddy farm lot. Approaching the site, we walked around a
small shedlO and through scattered trees. One could now see the ring. Thirty
two days after it had been found, the ring could still be seen. The unmelted
snow perfectly outlined the ring. We found the soil surrounding the ring ex-
tremely moist; convereely, after we removed the snow from portions of the ring
we discovered dry, light brown surface soil in direct contrast with the black,
moist in the ring center and around the ring.

Mr. Johnson and I removed snow from one section of the ring and intro-
duced water into the exposed ring area. The soil would not permit the water
to pass through the surface. This is most remarkable, as there had been sev-
eral inches of rain and snow between November 2nd and December 4th. We then
removed samples from the ring. To accomplish this, we used both . one inch and
four inch core augers. We also used a shovel to obtain bulk samples. The sam-
ples contained a high concentrationll of a white substance. We found this
white material in all of the ring soil that we exposed; conversely, we did not
find any white particles in the soil in the center of the ring or in the sur-
rounding soil. The ring soil was quite dry to a depth of at least one foot. We
also sampled the soil outside the ring, and found it black and wet to a depth
of at least eight inches.

The site is located ca. 250 feet north of the farmhouse [see sketch Ed.].
The ground at the site 1is devoid of all plant life. A wooden fence runs west
from the shed to the sheep pen where the witness stood. The length of the
fence is fifty one feet. The boy stood at a point ten feet south of the fence.

13Bet:ween the ring and the shed there 1s a dead treel? located at 145% and
16. The stump is seven inches high and seven inches in diameter. In looking
at the stump the break indicates that the tree may have been broken as the ob-
ject made its descent along the assumed entry path. It appears that the tree
was pushed toward the ring, but fell for some unknown reason, possibly a weak
section on the east side of the trunk, at a right angle to the flight path. The
fallen tree is eleven feet long and could have been pulled over by a tractor &
chain;]-l‘however, if this had been the case, one would expect to find ‘"chain
marks. Careful examination failed to reveal any marks at any point along the
length of the tree.

Also adjacent to the flight path one finds two six inch diameter trees,
one 125°S and 20 and the other 180°S and 13. The flight path would have been
between these two trees. Their limbs extend toward the flight path and are e-
leven feet apart at a height of 12.5 feet above the ground. Two other trees in

the immediate area reportedly glowed and showed a slight discolorationld on
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the ring side. I found a large broken limb still hanging at 260°W and 11. The
1limb is broken downward at a point 8.5 feet above the ground. The diameter of
the break is three inches. When extended to its original position, the 1limb
would have been quite near the ring's edge. Close examination of this 1limb
showed several possible impact marks. One mark in particular is of interest;
the bark had been peeled back exposing the green surface. This area is defi-
nitely not a natural fault in the bark. This limb had been alive at the time
of the alleged landing, and it would have taken considerable pressure to have
broken it.

Entry into the site would not have been possible to the north or east as
those areas contain numerous undisturbed trees. A vertical descent or ascent
would be out of the question as the tree branches directly above the ring were
not damaged. The broken 1limb did show what appeared to be heat blisters. The
branches appeared green at the center but would snap at the slightest pressure
The flight path would appear to have been as Ronald described it, between two
trees, over the fallen tree, over the low shed and to the south. An object
with the dimensions described by the witness could have made its way into, and
out of, the landing site. A landing by any conventional aircraft is complete-
ly out of the question.

SUMMARY

Based on the interviews with Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, Ronald, Sheriff Enlow
and reporter Thaddia Smith, and after seeing the alleged 1landing site over a
period of seventy one days, I believe there is considerable evidence- which
would seem to confirm the unusual event described by the witnesses.

If one eliminates the observation of the object and the other evidence
found at the site, the ring remains. And this unusual ground mark is indeed a
mystery. According to the Concordia Weather Bureau, there had been several
inches of rain and snow at the site; however, the ring soil remained extremely
dry and light brown in color. The contrast between the ring soil and the sur-
rounding soil is incredible. :

I believe that, based on the information at hand, we have here an excel-

lent example of the unusual phenomena which has been reported by so many for
so long, and suceert thit this-may be a most significant case.

NOTES

1. No change in lights accompanied the change in sound.
2. The total observation time was two to five minutes.

...continued







Photograph #1 taken by Sheriff (Now
3, 1971) taken 19 hours after the ob-
servation, shows dehydrated soil.

#2 shows the ring on December 4,971
as photographed by Phillips.

#3 Seven inch diameter tree knocked
to ground along flight path.

#4 Ronald and Mr. Johnson.

#5 Three inch diameter tree 1imb
broken over ring. Tree showed numer-
ous (heat?) blisters.

#6 Ronald Johnson and dog.

#7 Growth in normal soil taken five

feet from ring. No growth in ring
soil.



. For several days following the incident his eyes hurt and he suffered from

"headaches.

. To my knowledge there had been no UFO sightings in central Kansas during

1971.

. Contrary to some published reports, Ronald did not attempt,to(cohvey to me

the idea that the object was a spaceship; nor did he say anything to me a-

-‘bout any "force field" being emitted from the object.

. As mentioned previously, the entire sighting took place within two to five

minutes, and this is as much as they could remember.

.. TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

"In reference to the UFO sighting =t the Durel Johnson residence near Del-
phos, Kansas on November 2, 1971, the Johnsons are life time residents of
Ottawa County and the Delphos community. They are well known and respected
by Officers from this Department. in the opinion of this Officer any infor-
mation given by them would be accurate to the best of their . knowledge...."

""Signed: Ralph Enlow, Sheriff
Ottawa County, Kansas"

November 3, 1971

Report of Harlan Enlow, Undersheriff
UFO SIGHTING AT DUREL JOHNSON RESIDENCE 1[mi.] N., %[mi.] E. OF DELPHOS

"At approx. 1:30 p.m, 11-03-71 this Officer received a call from Thaddia
Smith, a reporter for the Delphos Republicam, advising that a UFO had been
reported at 7:00 p.m. 11-02-71 at the Durel Johnson farm 1 mile north and %
mile east of Delphos. Mrs. Smith advised that she had reported the.incident
to the Weather Bureau at Concordia, Kansas and to KSAL Radio in Salina,Kan-
sas and that both advised her to report it to this office.

"At approx. 2:00 p.m. 11-03-71 Sheriff Ralph Enlow, Kansas Highway Patrol
Trooper Kenneth Yager, and Undersheriff Harlan Enlow went to the Johnson
farm and talked to Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and their son Ronnie who had obser-
ved the UFO the previous night.

"We were advised by Ronnie that at approx. 7:00 p.m. 11-02-71 while out in
the sheep pen with the sheep he had heard a 1loud noise and saw a  bright
light coming from a shelter belt behind a hog house. As he watched, the
light rose into the sky and left in a southerly direction. Ronnie ran into
the house and got his parents who came out and saw the object in the sky
still headed South.

"Mr. Johnson took us out behind the hog house where we observed a ring
shaped somewhat like a donut with a hole in the middle.  The ring was com-
pletely dry with the hole in the middle and outside of the ring mud. There
were limbs broken from a tree and a dead tree broken off, there. There was

B .. .continued




a slight discoloration on the treec. We were given a picture taken the pre-
vious evening by Mrs. Johnson which showed that the ring glowed in the dark.
Undersheriff Enlow took a s8oil sample from the dried ring and photographed
it.

"The soil sample taken was almost white in color and very dry. We used a
Civil Defense Radiological Monitor to determine that the soil was not ra-
dioactive. The soil sample and photographs are stored in the vault in the
Sheriff's Office pending further investigation by the proper authorities...”

"Signed: Harlan Enlow, Undersheriff"

"While visiting with Mr. Johnson nad Ronnie during the noon hour, Wednes -
day, November 3, I learned some of the details of the previous night.- This
is the w2y it was told to me.

"Ronnie, aged 16, accompanied by his dog, was taking care of his flock of
sheep,at approximately 7:00 p.m., when he suddenly saw a blinding, bril-
liant light and heard a loud rumbling sound that turned into a sound sim-
ilar to a jet engine, and then the light ascended into the heavens 1in a
southerly direction from an area in a shelter belt of trees behind a hog
house near the sheep pen.

"He was nearly paralyzed with fear, but finally managed to run to the
house and called his parents out of the house to look at the 1light which
was still visible high in the heavens to the south of their house.

"'The boy and his dog were still afraid. The dog wandered around the yard
with his head up in the air as though still looking for the object.”

"The family went to the area where the object was seen ascending from .
Theee they found a large circle on the ground that had a flourescent glow

-in the dark. Mrs. Johnson took a picture of the area.
‘I, ‘after listening to their experience, a little skeptical, having my

curiosity aroused and being a newspaper reporter, decided to go to the John-
gon farm home to take a picture of the area where the object had been.

"I was accompanied by my husband;Lester Smith, and son-in-law Kennith [sic]
McCullick, who were also curious.

"Upon arriving at the scene I knew instantly that something had left evi-

- dence that it had been there.

'The circle was still very distinct ‘and plain to see. " The soil was dried
and crusted. The citcle or ring was approximately 8 feet across, the center
of the ring and outside area were still muddy from recent rains. The area
of the ring that was dried was about a foot across and was very light in
color.

"The object had crushed a dead tree to the ground either when it landed or
took off and from the appearances had broken a limb of a live tree when it
landed. The broken limb was most unusual;it would snap and break as though
it had been dead for some time, yet it was green under the break and theup:
per area still had green leaves clinging to its branches,however, the lower
area was free of all leaves and some of the bark on the lower areas ' looked
as 'though it had been blistered and had a whitish cast.

10 .+ continued




"I took a picture of the area and went back to the newspaper office to
write my story. Thinking about the almost unbelievable things I had seen, I
‘decided to call the Concordia Weather Bureau to find out if they had seen
any unidentifiable objects on radar and was told their radar had not been
turned on and they advised me to notify the Ottawa County Sheriff's Office.
I called KSAL in Salina to report the incident. They also advised me to re-
port to the Sheriff's Office, which I did.

"After receiving information 1late in the afternoon of November 3, 1971,
that personnel from the Ottawa County Sheriff's Office, Highway Patrol and
the Cloud County Weather Buresu had visited and taken samples of the soil
and trees, I, with my husband, returned to the Johnson farm that evening to
secure further information they might have for my newspaper article concer-
ning the mysterious UFO.

"The Johnson family, my husband and I, without lights, walked in the dark-
ness to the site.

As we came in view of the aeea we could see very distinctly the glowing
ring. In- the area around and inside the circle there was nothing but dark-
ness giving a person an eerie feeling.

"The Johnson family, having lived in the Delphos community the1r entire
life[sic], are respected, truthful, conscientious, trustworthy and a well
thought of, typical, hard working Kansas farm family."

"Signed: Thaddia Smith, Reporter
Delphos Republican"

10. ‘The shed is located twenty three feet from the center of the ring, one
edge of the shed being at 140° S and twenty seven feet from the center, the
other edge 200° S and twenty five feet. The shed is twenty seven feet long
and four feet high at the side toward the ring and five feet high _ on the
south side.

11, The white substance covered ca. 30 to 60% of the surface soil and 10 - 30%
of the sample volume. We found no white substance in the "normal' -surroun-
ding soil.

12, This tree was dead before the incident, but it was standing. .

13. Hereafter measurements will be noted as follows: 145° S and 16, i.e. 145°
south and 16 feet from the center of the ring.
®

14. Sheriff Enlow and I discussed this possibility and both of us feel that
this is not the case.

15. The trees showed a very light yellow discoloration on December 4.0n March
18, the discoloration showed chalk white.

11



Comparison Cases

The following reports from Mr. Phillips' extensive files compare favorably
with the Delphos, Kansas case. Ed.

Tucunan, Argentina, January 31, 1963 ... Two scorched rings were found,
each fourteen inches wide with a diameter of twelve feet each, and lying
- some sixteen inches apart, forming as it were a figure "8". Police and sci-
entists made deep cuts and found that not only the grass, but also its
roots had been burnt down to a depth of four inches, "as though dessicated
at a temperature in excess of 2,000°, yet without combustion or flames."
[Emphasis added Ed.] On the rings a white ash-like powder was found. Later,
Juan G. Perea, overseer of the neighboring "El1l Trenzel" Ranch, said that he
and his wife and children had seen an egg shaped object pass over the ranch
and go down toward the precise area where the marks were found. The object
was traveling at a very slow speed.

Standoff, Alberta, Canada, May, 1968 ... A Mrs. Hoeffer watched a bright
circular object land about 300 yards away. The witness ran away. The next
day, two oval: shaped burned areas were found. Digging in the larger circle,
which was nine feet in diameter and seven and one half inches in depth, re-
vealed that it had been bwrned down about three feet. The center of the
etrele was not as badly -burmed as the outside perimeter. The grass grew in
the burned area next year, but the sheep would not eat it. Also the growth
within the oval was much coarser, . greener and taller than in the area sur-
rounding it. The second circle wus eight feet in diameter.

Boggabri, Australia, October 19, 1970 ... Unusual ground markings were
found on the property of Mr. W. Erratt. They occurred in the center of a
paddock, the soil was damp and had the cohesive properties of clay. About
eighty pints of rain had fallen just prior to the investigation of the site,
making the site rather muddy at the time of observation. However, the ini-
tial portions of all the holes were hardened on the inside, as though they
had been subjected to great heat. This contrasted markedly with the soft,
surrounding sotil. Compression rings were found in some cross-sections of
the holes. An encrustation was found on the inside of the holes.over the
length which was hardened and was also found on the surface. This area also
appeared dry and hard. The central hole was about four and one half inches
in diameter, had sharp sides and appeared to be cut as if by an auger. It
was inclinéd at about 20° to the vertical and sixteen inches deep. It was
slightly greater than four and one half inches in inside diameter at the
base. A white encrustation was found in all the holes. The markings consis-
ted of a 'crater' eight inches deep and six feet in diameter. Inside the
crater were the holes,situated apparently symetrically about a central hole.

Waihoke, New Zealand, January 1965 ... Ross Liverton reported finding a
ring in a sheep holding pen on his farm. The circle of bare earth was eight
feet in diameter and twelve inches wide. The area was a quagmire of mud.
But after a rain shower the circle reappeared as if the, sround.wns porous.
The rest of the ground was covered with grass, but the circle did not pro-
duce any growth. The ring disappeared after four years.

12



Report of Photographic Consultation
Niel Lynch

Given: Two photocopies of what appear to be newspaper articles, one in
English from the Mainichi Daily News, Tuesday, September 7, 1971. The other
appears to be writtem in Japanese. Both clippings show the same photograph,
purported to be a "flying saucer." Also given a photocopy of a sheet from
CBA International offering additional information on the incident and fi-
nally, the piéce de résistance, which appears to be a piece cut from a copy
of the photograph shown in the clippings.

Discussion: The photograph offered for analysis is 3 3/4 in. x 6% in. It a-
ppears to have been cut from a larger piece since it is an odd size and has
white margins only on two sides. The picture is of a uniform gray tone dis-
tinguished by a moderate grain pattern. Near the middle is a dark object re-
sembling the traditional edge view representation of a flying saucer, though
slightly unsymmetrical. Near it are three parallel lines resembling tele-
phone or power lines. There is nothing to indicate the top or bottom of the
picture. The picture, as used 'in the news clippings, showed a body of water,
a boat and shore line, as well as the "flying saucer" in the sky above. The
reproduction is rather indistinct,but it would appear that the power 1lines
are below the object and thus I shall assume that that is the correct ori-
entation.

Reportedly, this picture was taken by a thirteen year old schoolboy in
Japan using an Olympus Pen EE-2 camera at a shutter speed of 1/250 or color
film. The diaphragm setting in unknown, since this camera sets it automat-
ically. Detailed examination “~ * yields somewhat limited results since
this is probably a second generation print. The Olympus Pen is a half-frame
camera, that is it makes a negative half the size of a conventional 35mm
camera. Most users prefer to use color reversal film, so that slides can be
made since projection is the easiest method to view such small pictures.
Thus, the picture in question probably was made from a negative made from
the original transparency. Such a process always degrades the image qality.
1If, on the other hand, this is a black and white print made from a color
negative, there is the added problem of color sensitivity. Photo paper has
a very limited range of color sensitivity and the relative brightness of
objects can be altered drastically in printing from a color negative to or-
dinary black and white paper. A special paper is made for this purpose, but
there is nothing to indicate if it was used in this case. '

Analysis: The object in question appears as a somewhat fuzzy, indistinct
mass with a darker line running transversely. Such a shape might quite eas-
ily be the result of darkroom manipulations by a deliberate hoaxer;however,
the grain structure continues into the two hemispherical gray areas, which
would suggest that this is actually on the film. Also, the power lines are
about equally fuzzy, which would be hard to match. Assuming that the object
is actually a disc with hemispherical appurtances above and below, there
ought to be some shadow line on it somewhere, especially since the disc por-
tion might very well chade the lower hemisrhere. On the other hand, if the

13 ) continued on p. 23



The World Sighting Index

Allen Benz
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Report ‘of Photographic Coneultation - continued from page 13

object was roughly cigar shaped with a line painted on it longitudinally &
if it was more or less backlighted, it might photograph as shown. Also, a
roughly diamond shaped object with rounded corners in a nearly flat  posi-
tion might photograph thusly.

Conclusions: The object shown is probably actually on the negative. It is
impossible to assess the :°! - - .: distance from the camera since that
camera has a lens with an extreme depth of field. The picture might be of a
kite, frisbee, hubcap or similar thing quite close to the camera. It might
be something on a pane of glass that the picture was taken through, either
as a deliberate hoax or accidentally. There is no indication whether the
picture was taken through a window or outside. It is unlikely that thils is
dirt on the lens, and only a small possibility that it is dirt on the film
Dirt on the lens is usually very blurred, while dirt on the film tends to
have sharp edges and no grain structure in the spot.

I would therefore conclude that the object is some actual object photo-
graphed in the air and I would conjecture that it was fairly close to the
camera and resulted from the agency of the schoolboy photographer or an as-
sociate. In the absence of a better photograph, no further conclusions can
be drcwm.
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DARKNESS - Official publication of CF/UFOFRI. Published quarterly with spec-
ial and non-scheduled issues at other times. Prices have been lowered--35200
per year in North America--$3.00 elsewhere. DARKNESS contains articles, re-
ports, special features, regular columns and more on UFOs, Forteana, the Un-
known and similar topics. Advertising is free if under 50 words, 5¢ per word
thereafter. Starting later this year we will be adding to our list of sub-
jects: the Occult, ESP, Parapsychology and Archaeclogy. Sample copy is 35¢
Write to : CF/UFOFRI, Eduardo Garcia, 4614 Natchez Avenue, Dayton, OH 45416
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